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EARLY METHODISM IN MOUNT CARMEL, ILLINOIS. 

By Theodore G. Bisley. 

The pioneer Methodists came into the wilderness with 
the first groups of settlers that filed out on the frontier lines 
of civilization. They encountered and endured all vicissitudes 
and perils of the wild frontier, and never wavered in their 
efforts to promulgate the gospel, organize religious societies 
and build houses of worship. They constantly pushed their 
itinerant efforts farther westward, ever keeping pace with the 
wide sweep of advancing civilization. They traveled vast cir- 
cuits on horseback and were often exposed to the murderous 
attacks of savages, the fatigue of long and toilsome journeys, 
and were commonly provided with only crude and meager ac- 
commodations. 

Methodism founded Mount Carmel and their history is co- 
existent. Two Methodist ministers, the Rev. Thomas Hinde 
and the Rev. William McDowell, who had conceived the pur- 
pose of founding a city on moral principles, that would enable 
them to carry out, in practical results what they believed to 
be the true ideals of the Methodist faith and teachings, came 
from Chillicothe, Ohio, in 1816, and located the present site 
of the city of Mount Carmel and in the spring of 1817 laid the 
foundations of the city. Soon after their arrival they were 
joined by the Rev. William Beauchamp. He was a surveyor 
as well as a preacher. He surveyed the town site and laid it 
off into lots. These devout founders of the new to^vn pre- 
scribed a code of municipal laws by which it should be gov- 
erned. They were rigidly puritanical and were largely molded 
after the old **blue laws'' of Connecticut, which ultimately be- 
came so odious, but at that time were believed to be piously 
wholesome and beneficent enactments for the regulation of 
civil and moral conduct. 

These hardy and self-sacrificing pioneers were intelli- 
gent, resolute and energetic enthusiasts and were inspired 
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with a zealous ambition to serve humanity. The father of 
Thomas Hinde was at one time a surgeon in the British army 
and in that capacity was attached to the vessel which General 
Wolfe left to go ashore and fight the French army under the 
renowned General Montcalm, on the plains of Abraham, and 
dressed the wounds of that heroic commander when he fell, 
gloriously, in the immortal struggle which forever made North 
America a land of Protestanism instead of becoming a French 
Catholic province. 

These devout founders were actuated by pious zeal and 
intended that their city should be characterized by its moral 
purity. Brother Beauchamp had already served faithfully 
and successfully as a minister and as an editor of a pioneer 
journal. He embarked on the new enterprise with unwearied 
zeal and unfaltering faith. Wliile engaged in the ministry in 
Mount Carmel he announced his meetings by the blowing of a 
trumpet. In those far off days the oppressive silence and 
weird solitude of the wilderness were unbroken by the melodi- 
ous tones and rythmic cadence of church bells. He soon be- 
came famed far and near, as a camp meeting revivalist, and 
multitudes came from great distances to hear him proclaim 
gospel truths. While conducting one of his greatest meetings, 
in the state of Indiana, he was stricken with a fatal malady 
and soon passed to the undiscovered realms of eternity. The 
present splendid Methodist church was named in memory of 
this consecrated and massive evangel of Methodism. 

In 1819 Rev. Charles Slocumb was appointed to the pas- 
torate of the Mount Carmel circuit, which was the first regu- 
larly established circuit of the Methodist church in Illinois. 
It then embraced all the territory from Terre Haute to the 
month of the Wabash river. In 1824 the Methodists of Mount 
Carmel erected the first brick church in the state, and in it, 
in 1827, was held the first annual Methodist conference. This 
conference was presided over by Bishop Robert A. Roberts, 
the sixth Methodist bishop. The bishop was one of the truest 
types of pioneer preachers our country has produced. He 
died March 27, 1843. 

At the conference of 1827 there assembled a number of 
men who afterwards became famous in the church. Rev. 
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Adam Wood and Eev. Charles HoUiday were the last of its 
notable survivors. 

It was at this conference that the celebrated Peter Cart- 
wright offered the suggestion, which was embodied in a reso- 
lution and adopted by the conference, for the establishment 
of a Methodist institution of learning and which ultimately re- 
sulted in the founding of the McKendree college.* This popu- 
lar institution, in the order of its formation, is the oldest col- 
lege in Illinois. The citizens of Lebanon subscribed its first 
fund amounting to the munificent sum of $1,385. Its first in- 
structions were given November 24, 1828, under Eev. Edward 
Ames, the devout personal friend of President Lincoln and 
upon w^hom the great war president often leaned heavily for 
support and comfort amid the perils of the Civil war. Bishop 
Ames was the statesman of Methodism. In 1830 Bishop Mc- 
Kendree made a donation of land to the infant school and 
for that reason it was appropriately named in his honor. It 
actually became a college in 1836 and graduated its first class 
in 1841. 

Among the bishops who have presided at conferences 
held in Mount Carmel are to be found the names of Roberts, 
Scott, Baker, Bowman, Andrews, McCabe and Quayle. 

* An Act of the Legislature approved Feb. 9, 1835, authorized in one Act 
the incorporation of four colleges in Illinois, namely: The Alton College, 
[Shurtleff,] Illinois College, the McKendreean College, and Jonesborough 
College." 



